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Stratford Canning wished to give to an archaeologist named
Layard, deep in the refuse heaps of Babylonia; and a tired

minister was glad of a birthday note from Em that autumn__

" This is the most fortunate day of my life, the one to which I
owe all my happiness, for it is your birthday." But 1848
ended at last; and the French elections brought the slight
consolation of a Prince-President in place of the old King, as
the name of Bonaparte was heard once more, and guests at
the Elysee were received by a large moustache and a hesitating
manner.

Then it was 1849, and the storm died slowly on the
distance. The French were almost quiet now, though
Austria still pitched on the long swell and the clouds hung
low over the great plain of Hungary. So Palmerston was
left with his reflections. Always a stout believer in, the
British system, he was more convinced than ever. For
its timbers had withstood the tempest in which a dozen
rivals foundered. His cheerful confidence breathes in a
letter to a colleague :

" If Stanley and Aberdeen should twit us about the Austrian
Govt. not having sent an Arch Duke to announce the accession
of the Emperor, might we not reply that if this is so, and if
their not having sent such a mission was owing to their dis-
approval of our Foreign Policy, we have in the first place to
say that the Business of an English Govt. is to pursue that
course of Foreign Policy which on the whole they may think
right; and not to attempt the impossible task of at all times
and upon all subjects doing that which is most agreeable to
all Foreign Governments. A man who in private life attempts
to please everybody, invariably fails; and the Government of
a great country would not be more successful in such an
endeavour. But secondly without any want of Respect for
the Austrian Govt. or Imperial family, we must say that if
the case is as stated, we are sorry for the Austrian Arch Duke.
For if he had come, he would have had a very distinguished
Reception, which would have made his visit very agreeable
to him; and he has lost that gratification; and in the next
place it must at all times be an advantage to a foreign Prince,